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While I remained at Vienna, uncertain which
way I should proceed, I remember I observed
they talked of the king of Sweden as a prince of
no consideration, one that they might let go on
and tire himself in Mecklenburgh, and thereabout,
till they could find leisure to deal with him, and
then might be crushed as they pleased ; but 'tis
never safe to despise an enemy, so this was not an
enemy to be despised, as they afterwards found.

As to the conclusions of Leipsic, indeed at first
they gave the imperial court some uneasiness, but
when they found the imperial armies began to fright
the members out of the union, and that the several
branches had no considerable forces on foot, it was
the general discourse at Vienna, that the union at
Leipsic only gave the emperor an opportunity to
crush absolutely the dukes of Saxony, Brandon -
burgh, and the landgrave of Hesse, and they looked
upon it as a thing certain.

I never saw any real concern in their faces at
Vienna, till news came to court that the king of
Sweden had entered into the union; but as this
made them very uneasy, they began to move the
powerfulest methods possible to divert this storm;
and upon this news Tilly was hastened to fall into
Saxony before this union could proceed to a con-
junction of forces. This was certainly a very
good resolution, and no measure could have been
more exactly concerted had not the diligence of
the Saxons prevented it.

The gathering of this storm, which from a cloud
began to spread over the empire, and from the lit-
tle duchy of Mecklenburgh began to threaten all
Germany, absolutely determined me, as I noted
before, as to travelling; and laying aside the
thoughts of Hungary, 1 resolved, if possible, to see
the king of Sweden's army.